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Introduction 

I chose the subject of my profile paper, Emily and her novel Wuthering Heights, because I’m 

irrevocably in love with the English language and not only wanted to test my level in English, but also 

wanted to get to know the language on a more intimate level. What better way than to read an 

English classic? This novel specifically caught my interest a couple of years back. Back then, ‘The 

Twilight Saga´ was my favourite series of books. You´re probably shrugging your shoulders now. I 

admit Wuthering Heights doesn´t have a lot in common with sparkly vampires, but this particular 

classic was actually the main characters´ favourite book. Or, you could say, the author's.  

And so, thirteen year old me went to my mom and asked her, ´Mom, do you know the book 

Wuthering Heights?’ I won’t bore you with the details, but the conversation ended with me asking 

my mom to buy me a copy of the novel. I don’t think I actually understood a word of the book back 

then (even though it was in Dutch) but I still have the copy. (I did use it for my profile paper, so I 

could understand some of the sentences that sounded strange to me because of the 19th century 

English). Last year, when I started reading Wuthering Heights in English, I was actually quite surprised 

to find how different the story was from how I remembered it.  

So now you know the story behind my choice. My sentiment for the novel has over the past school 

year evolved into a genuine interest, for both Emily and her novel. I can only hope my paper reflects 

that interest and maybe you’ll find yourself reading Wuthering Heights too, if you hadn’t already. 

  



P a g e  | 4 

 

Natasja Westerveld, 6VWO, 2-12-16 

 

Main question: 

Does Wuthering Heights represent/reflect Emily’s life and general life in 19th century England? 

 

Chapter questions: 

Who was Emily Brontë and what was her life like? 

Are Emily and her novel’s characters comparable to other women in her time? 

What was life like in general in 19th century England? 

Does Wuthering heights represent general life in 19th century England? Why/Why not? 

Are there similarities between Emily’s life and Wuthering Heights? If yes, which and how are they 

expressed in the book? 
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Chapter 1: Who was Emily Brontë and what was her life like? 

Emily was a woman whose personality nor life is easy to describe; even though some would 

undoubtedly call the latter uneventful. Emily was a small kid and grew up to be a tall, but skinny 

woman with a nose that seemed a tad bit too big for her frame and face. She fell in love with the 

moors around her home, the Haworth Parsonage, and seemed to get along with animals a whole lot 

better than people.  

There is less information about Emily then about her siblings, Charlotte, Anne and Branwell (she also 

had two other sisters, Maria and Elizabeth, but they both passed away when Emily was just seven 

years old). For Emily, the Haworth Parsonage -where she spent most of her life- was her sanctuary. 

She strongly disliked the world outside her sanctuary and tried to avoid it as much as possible. Emily 

had a very diverse range of hobbies as well as other qualities. Emily was born in 1818, in Yorkshire. 

She spent most of her life in Haworth, an English industrial town. Here she was raised by her aunt, 

her older sister(s) and the family's servant, Tabitha. From the year 1835 until 1842 she left Haworth 

for periods of time to be a teacher, but she couldn't stay away from her home for very long. When 

she was away from the parsonage, she ate less or even stopped eating, slept very poorly and 

completely closed herself off from the people around her. Charlotte (and Emily) had always dreamt 

of opening their own school, so they went to study in 1842. Sadly, their aunt passed away while they 

were abroad and they had to go back to Haworth.  

In the fall of 1845, Charlotte stumbled across Emily’s poems and was shocked by their beauty. Emily 

had stopped sharing her poetry with her family years before. Emily was infuriated when she found 

out that Charlotte had read her notebooks. After Emily had cooled down, Charlotte managed to 

convince Emily of making a joint volume of poems, written by Anne, Emily and Charlotte herself. The 

volume was published in 1846 under the pseudonyms of Currer, Acton and Ellis Bell. A year later 

Wuthering Heights was published, along with two other novels of her sisters. They were all published 

under pseudonyms as well. The main motive for the anonymity of the sisters was Emily’s wish to be 

left alone. In 1848 Branwell died. After her brothers’ death Emily also fell ill. She died of consumption 

on 19 December 1848, never making it past thirty. There's evidence that she was writing a second 

novel, although this can't be confirmed. No trace of the novel itself was ever found. 

When you think of what an author might be like, his or her personality, there’s a great possibility 

Emily Jane Brontë doesn’t match that description. Although she lived in England, her father was born 

in Northern Ireland, his last name originally being Brunty. Patrick (her father) was brought up in a 

‘poor’ Irish family. He was a religious and passionate man whom during his life, wrote religious 

poetry and four books, went to Cambridge and became an Anglican priest. In 1799 he was made 

Duke of Brontë and during his study, he adapted his surname to Brontë. He was in his thirties when 

he met Maria. They fell in love at first sight and were engaged one month later. They married in 1812 

and soon had their first child, Maria, on the way. The family moved around from Hartshead to 

Thornton, then arrived in Haworth in 1820.  

By then, the babies, chores  and shortage of money put a strain on the big family. To top it off, 

Haworth wasn’t a very pleasant town; the living conditions were harsh. There was no proper sewage 

system, the drains were open, the toilets shared, the water supply limited and the quality of the 

water very low. To make matters even worse, the family moved into the parsonage, right next to an 

overfilled graveyard. Almost half of the children in Haworth died before they were six years old and 
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the average age of death was about thirty years. The parsonage itself was cold, with stone floors, no 

curtains, an outdoor toilet and an outdoor well too close to the graveyard. After a while, Maria fell ill. 

She died seven months later. One of the siblings, also named Maria, became the mother figure for 

her brother and sisters. Aunt Elizabeth Branwell, who came over to help with the household when 

Maria fell ill and afterwards became a permanent member of the family, was far from motherly. 

Patrick did try to remarry but was refused three times, then gave up on finding a new wife. Emily 

grew up isolated from other children and without a real mother figure, since aunt Branwell, although 

punctual and a good teacher, didn’t show much affection for Emily or her siblings. Her aunt and 

father also shared a strange habit; they ate in their own rooms, instead of the dining room. This is 

said to have influenced Emily’s eating habits; or rather, her lack of eating during periods of her life. 

Elizabeth even managed to scare away the two servants of the family. There was however a small 

light in the situation: the family’s new servant, named Tabitha, who took up a part of the household 

chores, also cared for the children, even telling them supernatural stories. Emily’s aunt made the 

sisters stitch a lot, as a part of their education, and to keep from boredom, the sisters read each 

other books from authors such as Byron and Shelley. Emily, in her youth, also grew to love the cold 

and windy moors close to the house and this affection for landscapes remained for the rest of her 

life.  

The Brontë family got by on little money and so a formal education seemed out of reach. Then, a 

new school for daughters of clergymen opened. The school was affordable and so Maria and 

Elizabeth and sometime later Charlotte and Emily, were shipped off to the school. This marked a 

darker period for the sisters. The headmaster of the school, Reverend Wilson, didn't care enough for 

his pupils. The school was a very cold place and the food was a horror story on its own. The cook 

actually made pie out of leftover scraps. The children also had to read 'Christian' stories, in which the 

child(ren) died in terrible ways. Reverend Wilson even sent the children through wind and weather 

to attend his preaching on Sunday.  

It won’t surprise you to hear that a lot of children fell ill in 1825. Wilson tried to terrorize them into 

getting up, but to no avail; eventually a doctor was called in. He must’ve been shocked by what he 

found; sick children, awful food and the freezing temperature inside. The cook was fired, fires were 

lit and the lessons discontinued. Charlotte and Emily played outside a lot, but their older sisters 

weren’t as lucky; both Maria and Elizabeth passed away of consumption and were buried in the same 

place as their mother. In 1826 the four siblings left created their own, imaginary world, later called 

The Glass Town Saga, in which everyone could be brought back from the dead. They also read 

everything they could get their hands on; there were no children's’ books at home, so they read 

poetry, the news (which lit a political interest among the siblings), magazines, the bible and later on 

their father’s books.  

The siblings wrote small booklets in which they updated what was happening in their imaginary 

world. Emily even then wished for anonymity. In 1831, Charlotte was sent away to get an education. 

Patrick couldn’t afford to do so on his own, but Charlotte’s more wealthy godparents stepped in. 

While she was away, Branwell became more obsessed with wars and politics, which ruined Emily’s 

and Anne’s joy in the Glass Town World of the siblings. The two girls then created their own world, 

named Gondall. It was a world ruled by women, whom disposed of their men when it was thought to 

be convenient. Princess Victoria could have been Emily’s inspiration. When Charlotte came back from 

school, she became her sisters’ tutor.  
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At fifteen, Emily had become a great walker, never falling out of love with her moors. She was a 

reserved person who wanted nothing to do with strangers.  

Sometime later, Emily liked to play the piano and enjoyed drawing (mostly nature and animals). She 

and Charlotte went to the school where Charlotte had been educated. Charlotte took up a position 

as governess and Emily was to be a student, on her sister’s salary. Emily was found to be far behind 

compared to the other kids. But being away from home also made her ‘ill’. She started eating less to 

nothing and eventually refused to speak. She was sent home, where she was back in her element. 

She found her place in the kitchen, where she liked to stitch, draw, write and bake. Her brother, in 

the meantime, hoped to become a professional painter. He made a portrait painting of his sisters, 

the "Pillar Portrait". He was eventually sent to the Royal Academy in London, financially supported by 

his godmother and aunt. But he didn’t last very long either away from home; he came back to the 

parsonage not long after he left. Emily and Branwell, both at home, got closer to each other. But he 

began to spiral down; he started drinking and threw fits. Emily picked up writing her poetry again. 

She wrote mostly during the night.  

A while later something happened: Tabitha (the family’s servant) broke her leg. Emily’s father and 

aunt wished to send her away to recover. However, the three sisters didn’t agree with their decision; 

they refused to eat until Tabitha was allowed to stay at the parsonage. Life then continued, although 

the sisters took over the household. Branwell mingled with the other villagers and drank more and 

more. Emily completely isolated herself. Branwell then went to Bradford, but Charlotte and Anne fell 

ill and had to stay at home.  

In 1838 a new period began for Emily; she made her first attempt to be a teacher. In 1839, thanks to 

Charlotte, she got a job at Law Hill. It didn’t last very long; she fell ill again, probably homesick in her 

own way. She became depressed, stopped eating and slept very little to none. She was eventually 

sent home. Here she cared for the household, but also, to her aunt’s horror, brought home two 

geese, a cat, a dog and a hawk, which she cared for and tamed. It’s also said she broke up a dog fight 

once. In another fearless act she sealed her own wound with a hot iron.  

In 1840, a new ‘curator’ was appointed. Weightman was a funny and charming man. The three sisters 

took a liking to him and Anne even fell in love with him. He also became Emily’s only male friend. For 

Emily, the world quieted down for about two years, while her brother found a new job and Charlotte 

took up a position as a teacher. In 1842, Charlotte persuaded Emily to cooperate in a plan to open 

their own school. She asked her aunt for financial support and the two went to study in Brussels. 

Although Charlotte was happy in Brussels, Emily just about managed to get through. She hated the 

landscape and didn’t like the school. She completely stopped socializing, but did make progress in 

French, German, music and drawing.  

Then Weightman died of cholera and aunt Branwell fell ill and passed away not long after. Charlotte 

and Emily returned to find the parsonage in chaos. Emily was happy to be home. Her aunt had left 

the three sisters a lot of money, which Emily invested in the railway. When Charlotte returned to 

Brussels, she was in charge of the parsonage and the chores. She furthermore took hikes, studied, 

wrote poetry and cared for her father. He, in return, taught her how to shoot. In 1844, Emily 

withdrew even more and kept busy with her poetry; she wrote new poetry and organized her old 

poems, dividing them into two notebooks. In ’45, a new curate, Arthur Bell Nicholls, came to help 

Emily’s father. Patrick's eyesight was decreasing. At the same time, Branwell was dismissed and the 
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speculation about why took wild turns. Then came the moment at which Charlotte found Emily’s 

poetry. The three sisters bundled their poems in one volume, publishing it under pseudonyms. Then 

the sisters all started work on their own novel. But even though life seemed to look up for the sisters, 

Branwell was still spiralling down, drinking more than he should and making life at the parsonage 

uncomfortable. Patrick then got an eye surgery while Charlotte started on a second novel. All three 

novels got published after having been rejected multiple times. But only under Emily’s condition of 

staying anonymous. A lot of readers were shocked by Emily’s novel, because of the violence in it.  

Then, Branwell fell ill of drinking and eating badly, already having a lung complaint. He died in the fall 

of ’46, after which Emily caught a cold. She again stopped eating and speaking, but kept doing her 

chores. She refused to see a doctor for her illness and became depressed. On 19 December 1848, she 

took her last breath. She was buried in the place where her elder sisters, brother and mother were 

already laid to rest.1   

                                                           
1 Several books were used to make this chapter. My main source for information was the book: A chainless 
soul, written by Katherine Frank. Other books used were: 
Wuthering Heights – Emily Brontë 
Wuthering Heights, York Notes – Andrew Pierce 
The birth of Wuthering Heights – Edward Chitham 
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Chapter 2: Are Emily and her novel’s characters comparable to other women in her time? 

When taking a first peek into books or websites about women in a certain period, the upper layer of 

information usually seems to go no further than the 'upper class'; women who were born or married 

into a life of luxury and protocol. But in reality, the aristocracy only took up a small part of the British 

population in the 19th century. Most of the women were part of the working class; some of the 

middle class. The working class had a hard life. The Industrial Revolution changed the work 

environment drastically and irrevocably. Whereas women of the working class before the revolution 

worked mostly at home, they now, for a large part, worked in factories or did domestic service/work 

in households other than their own.2 This did however not stop the stereotype of 'the angel in the 

house'3 from developing, especially in the higher classes. Women and men were said to possess 

different kinds of traits, which in turn would make them suitable for different types of jobs and 

hobbies. Although modern day biology has found no evidence of such a thing, it was widely believed 

in the 19th century. Women were found to be fit to run the household, care for their children and 

husband and enjoy activities such as stitching.   

Looking at Emily's life, there are similarities and differences between her and other women. Since 

Emily's father was a clergyman, her family was considered to be part of the lower middle class. Her 

father didn't have a high income, but could send his daughter to a school for clergy's children. She 

was further educated by her aunt and read a lot of books from early on in her life with her sisters, 

which improved her knowledge. She was interested in politics. In her thirty years, she only made one 

male friend and never had a 'boyfriend' or husband. Wuthering Heights nevertheless shows that 

Emily did perfectly well understand what love is. As a grown-up, Emily sometimes joined her sister 

Charlotte on one of her journeys or worked as a governess ('popular' job) but got homesick every 

time and had to return to the parsonage. In this perspective she fitted the role of angel in the house 

perfectly, although she had no children. Emily spent her days at the parsonage cleaning, caring for 

her pets and her father, cooking and writing poetry. The last actually wasn't considered to be a 

'womanly' hobby. Writing books and poetry was found to be something men did. 

In Wuthering Heights, the main female characters are far from ‘the angels in the house’. They are 

strong-willed, stubborn, passionate and sometimes violent. Catherine, the novels’ main character is 

in fact the complete opposite. Although she is capable of showing kindness and being gentle with the 

people she loves, she refuses to back down during arguments and throws immense fits when she 

doesn’t get what she wants. She even hits Edgar at some point. Even though he later becomes her 

husband, as soon as Heathcliff returns, she sides with her lover instead of Edgar and defies him even 

further by locking the three of them in a room together, although it is obvious that Heathcliff 

physically has the upper hand.  Isabelle, Edgar’s sister, is stubborn and marries Heathcliff against all 

protests of the other parties. However, she soon discovers the violent side of her husband, she isn’t 

afraid to pick a fight with him and eventually flees to the city, where she gives birth to a son (Linton) 

and raises him alone. Catherine’s daughter Cathy isn’t afraid to break the rules and visits her cousin 

                                                           
2 http://www.striking-women.org/module/women-and-work/19th-and-early-20th-century 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/womens_work_01.shtml 
 
3 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/trail/victorian_britain/women_home/ideals_womanhood_01.shtml 
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Linton at Wuthering Heights even though both her father and Nelly forbid her to do so. After Linton’s 

death, she is forced to stay at Wuthering Heights and becomes cold, distant and rude.4  

 

 

                                                           
4 For this chapter, apart from websites, I’ve used the book Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë and Wuthering 
Heights, York Notes, by Andrew Pierce as sources of information 
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Chapter 3: What was life like in general in 19th century England? 

The 19th century was a century of change for England. The first thirty years of this particular century 

are considered to be a part of the Regency period, which timeline spreads out from about 1788 until 

1830. After Queen Victoria was crowned, in 1837, the Victorian period 'started'. This particular 

period is then divided between the early-, mid- and late Victorian period. The Victorian period as a 

total is stretched out over sixty-four years.  

England was at that time a very religious country. Religion was incredibly important for its 

inhabitants, although the church to which they went varied amongst them. There was also tension 

between different parts of the United Kingdom. For example, the British were anti-Irish. The United 

Kingdom was also still growing in size. By 1900, it was called 'the kingdom on which the sun never 

sets'.   

In the 19th century, the population grew rapidly, a changing mind set amongst the different classes 

and most importantly; the Industrial Revolution started in Britain, first among all nations. The 

industrialization had already started in the late 18th century, but began growing rapidly in the 19th 

century. The towns kept getting bigger because people moved from the countryside to the towns in 

hopes of a higher wage and a better life. Work was, before the revolution, mostly carried out at 

home, as a family business. The Industrial revolution changed this. Factories were built throughout 

England and products were made on a much larger scale, which eventually made them available to a 

bigger part of the population. In the beginning not everyone was a fan of the technological and 

scientific progress. Some people were afraid of the inventions that were used more and more, not 

only in factories, but also in the countryside.5 

Before 1832, only 13 % of the English men had the right to vote. Women weren't allowed to vote at 

all. They did gain influence through their husbands. Later into the Victorian age they could be on a 

school board or county council, but that was the limit to their influence. Queen Victoria was crowned 

five years after the Great Reform Act. It took 3 attempts for the bill to pass. After the second 

rejection, there were riots in Bristol and in Derby there was a case of mob violence. British politicians 

could have been scared of a revolution like the French Revolution. The French Revolution led to a 

darker period for France. In 1834 the New Poor Law/Poor Law Amendment Act passed in the 

parliament.  Workhouses were built. To the Britt's, class mattered. Around 1830-40, there began to 

be more attention for social matters such as the living and working conditions of the working class. 

Still, it wasn't until the Second Reform Act in 1867 that 36 % of the men were allowed to vote.6 

In the cities, the bigger part of the working class had a very tough life. They made long hours, had low 

wages and lived in poor conditions. For the poorest, there were working houses and a little above 

that, the slums. The cities were unhygienic and the factories unsafe. A lot of men spent (all) their 

money on drinking.  

But although the working class was living in poor conditions, this wasn't the case for all classes. The 

working class was the lowest class. There was a middle class, divided into many different mini-classes 

                                                           
5 What the Industrial revolution did for us, written by Gawin Weightman 
 
6 Social History of Victorian Britain , written by Christopher Hibbert 
 



P a g e  | 12 

 

Natasja Westerveld, 6VWO, 2-12-16 

 

and the aristocracy. To this middle class belonged Emily's father also, although her family wasn't 

exactly rich. "Most clergymen had less than £400 a year; a few had less than £50; and they were 

more likely to resemble the reverend Patrick Brontë than the reverend Lawrence Sterne"7. The 

aristocracy lived a whole other life. They had a huge income and owned enormous amounts of land. 

The 'relative autonomy' was treasured by the better off. The British politics seemed more laissez 

faire than anything.  

Politics weren't the only difference between men and women. When it came to marriage, the 

expectations of both genders greatly differed. A man was supposed to 'protect' his home and bring in 

the money. A woman had to stay at home, care for the kids and the household, while 'enjoying' 

activities such as sewing. Cheating was also treated and seen very different depending on the 

gender. Men were allowed to have affairs, but women absolutely not. They just had to take care of 

their home and shouldn't indulge in any other matters. The house itself was seen as a shelter from 

the outside world.8 

 

 

  

                                                           
7 Quote from High Society, written by Venetia Murray 
8 For this chapter, I have used the books below as a source of information: 
The Victorians by John Gardiner 
High Society by Venetia Murray 
Social History of Victorian Britain by Christopher Hibbert 
What the Industrial revolution did for us by Gawin Weightman   
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Chapter 4: Does Wuthering heights represent general life in 19th century England? Why/Why not? 

Even though there are suitable arguments for both sides of this question, I would say Wuthering 

Heights does not represent general life in Britain in the 19th century, although a lot of evidence of 

the time spirit can be found.  

First of all, both Thrushcross Grange and (especially) Wuthering Heights seem to be secluded from 

the outer world. Wuthering Heights is located on the high ground of the moors and is extremely 

difficult to reach, especially when it rains or snows.  During the whole novel, there are barely any 

visitors and only a handful of servants, half of which barely leave the house except to go to church. 

Thrushcross Grange is closer to civil society than Wuthering Heights, but there are nevertheless not 

many more visitors. Only two characters from the urban middle class are briefly mentioned; a doctor 

and a lawyer. The only times that the urban scenery is mentioned, are when Heathcliff is found in 

Liverpool at the beginning of the novel, when Hindley leaves to study and at the end, when Isabella 

flees from Heathcliff. Heathcliff, Edgar and Lockwood do all sometimes leave the countryside, but the 

book doesn’t really mention their whereabouts when they leave. 

Secondly , the outside world isn't extremely important for the main storyline of the novel. The main 

narrator, Nelly Dean, doesn't take more than a peek into what goes on outside the two houses. She 

most of all describes her life with both Catherine and later on her daughter Cathy at Wuthering 

Heights and Thrushcross Grange. These are both so busy with their lives (and problems) at home that 

there isn't much space for anything else, although Catherine at some point does wish to be a lady of 

high class. Nelly doesn't find the outside world interesting enough to talk about compared to 

Catherine and Heathcliff's love story. Lockwood, who describes Nelly Deans' stories to us, doesn't 

much mention the outside world either; he is far more engrossed with Cathy, whom he meets in the 

first chapter. He wonders about how she came to live with Heathcliff.  

Even though I find the novel doesn't represent  general life in Britain, the time spirit can definitely be 

found. Both houses have servants who take care of domestic chores and the children (governesses). 

Furthermore, the social classes are introduced. For example, Catherine doesn't work after she 

marries Edgar; this isn't questioned, because she is supposed to stay at home. Heathcliff is found in 

one of the bigger cities in Britain: Liverpool. He’s homeless and covered in dirt, which you could link   

to the working class by arguing that his parents might’ve been unable to provide for him.                           
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Chapter 4/5: Are there similarities between Emily’s life and Wuthering Heights? If yes, which and 

how are they expressed in the book? 

Emily’s novel can ‘easily’ be read without knowing Emily’s background. Yet, after reading a biography 

about her, you would probably notice a lot of details which might have escaped your attention 

before. Together, they draw a striking resemblance between Emily’s life and Wuthering Heights 

itself. There are some more obvious similarities between the two, such as the landscape. Emily grew 

up and spent most of her life in Haworth, an industrial village next to the moors. Emily fell in love 

with the moors at a young age and liked to take long hikes when she was able to. In Wuthering 

Heights, Catherine and Heathcliff spend a lot of time together in the moors in their youth, often not 

returning home before dark. “But it was one of their chief amusements to run away to the moors in 

the morning and remain there all day, and the after punishment grew a mere thing to laugh at”9 A 

different love which Emily, Catherine and Cathy share is their love for reading books.  

In the novel, Catherine has a brother named Hindley. Hindley doesn't stand out a lot at first, but as 

the novel continues, he plays a big part in the development of Heathcliff’s personality. Both 

Catherine and her father, Mr. Earnshaw, take a liking to Heathcliff, whom was brought in the family 

as an orphan and Catherine at some point even falls madly in love with him. Hindley envies all the 

attention Heathcliff gets. Then, in his teens, Hindley gets sent off to college. He returns from college 

after his father's death with his new wife, Frances. He is now the master of Wuthering Heights and 

treats Heathcliff as a servant out of spite. After his wife dies of consumption (much like Emily's two 

older sisters) Hindley goes 'mad', scaring away the servants with his rage. He also finds himself a new 

group of friends, which have a bad influence of him and starts staying out late and drinking too 

much. Eventually, it gets so bad that Hindley has to mortgage the house. This made me think of 

Branwell after he returned home after being dismissed from his job as a tutor for a richer family. It is 

rumoured that Branwell had had an affair with the lady of the house, which could be the cause of 

him being dismissed. He also started drinking and 'hanging out' with the wrong people, coming home 

late and causing trouble for his family. Emily's father had to pay Branwell's debts. 

Another example is a character in the book, Joseph. Joseph is a very religious, grumpy man who 

badmouths everyone he comes across. This reminded me of Reverend Wilson, the headmaster of the 

school Emily went to in her youth. He also was religious to the extreme, terrifying the kids with his 

‘children’s books’ and giving them a hard time in general. But not only Joseph reminded me of 

people Emily knew in real life. Nelly Dean, who tells Catherine and Heathcliff’s story and is a 

domestic servant (first for a period at Wuthering Heights, then at Thrushcross Grange and then at the 

end returning to Wuthering Heights for Cathy) made me think of Tabitha, the domestic servant at the 

Haworth parsonage. She told the children supernatural stories, which Nelly seems to believe in, too. 

Lastly, I think that Linton could be seen as a symbol for the children in Haworth. Maybe it’s far-

fetched, but he is described as ill and peevish and lacks an interest in the world around him. He dies 

in his teen years and Haworth was an industrial town where a lot children died at a young age.  

Also, two of the books I read about Emily and Wuthering Heights, suggest that the description of 

Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange were based on buildings she knew. Moreover, the story 

of how Heathcliff was found in Liverpool is connected to both Branwell staying in Liverpool for a 

                                                           
9 Quote from Wuthering Heights, written by Emily Brontë 
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short period of time (and then probably telling Emily about his adventure) and the legend of Jack 

Sharp.10 

  

                                                           
10 Book used for information: Wuthering Heights, York Notes, by Andrew Pierce 
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Conclusion 

Does Wuthering Heights represent/reflect Emily’s life and general life in 19th century England? 

At first, I was going to say that Wuthering Heights does neither reflect Emily’s life nor general life in 

19th century England. My arguments for this answer being that Emily lived a quiet life, mostly 

undisturbed by the world outside the parsonage and didn’t care at all for etiquette, class or marriage. 

In the books I read about the Emily, there was also no note of her ever being in love, while in 

Wuthering Heights, love is one of the main themes. Lastly, Emily’s novel takes place in an isolated 

setting away from urban life, while most of the changes during the 19th century in England, happened 

in the cities. Apart from that, the outer world is unimportant for the main storyline of the novel. 

But then, after reading through my paper again, I realized that this answer would be too simple. You 

can’t really answer this question with yes or no: it’s a grey area. Because although Wuthering Heights 

doesn’t really represent Emily’s life directly, there are a lot of similarities between the two. The most 

obvious resemblance is between the scenery around Haworth and the scenery around Wuthering 

Heights and Thrushcross Grange: both take place in the moors. What’s more,  I think that Emily used 

the people she knew in real life and the events she lived through as an inspiration for the characters 

of the book and storyline of the novel and that the same goes for the setting and the buildings. 

Furthermore, even though the novel doesn’t represent general life in 19th century England, it 

certainly has a lot of indications of the time spirit. As an example, a lot of women back then worked 

as governesses or domestic servants. In the novel there are domestic servants at both Wuthering 

Heights and Thrushcross Grange and Nelly Dean could be seen as a governess. 19th century England 

was a very religious country as well, for which Joseph is an (extreme) example. 

Lastly, I would like to add that while Emily never fell in love herself, that doesn’t have to mean she 

wasn’t longing for love. In her novel, she shows how deeply she understands what love is and what it 

feels like. In real life, she was a stubborn but very quiet and introvert woman. What if she was just 

too shy to really connect to people outside of her family? 

But this of course cannot be confirmed.  
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Reflection 

Firstly, I would like to express my surprise at the fact that the due date for my profile paper has 

finally arrived. I was afraid it had gotten lost somewhere during the journey. On to more serious 

business, I’m really content about the way the paper turned out. I was afraid the chapters wouldn’t 

fit in with my main question, but in the end it turned out to be just fine.  

I wrote my profile paper in English, because I wanted to test how good my English has become over 

the years. At the very beginning of this project, I was actually quite unsure if I knew enough words to 

produce a paper of high (enough) quality. However, by writing this reflection, I have now typed just 

over 6000 words and even though a lot of them may be repeated ones, it still gives me a really 

satisfied feeling. This is however the only ‘chapter’ which isn’t checked on correct grammar by 

another person than myself, so I apologize for any mistakes it may include. 

It might be very cliché, but looking back, I realize that I underestimated the amount of work, time 

and patience it took me to make my profile paper. You could say that it’s still not complete, since I 

haven’t done an interview or gone to a museum. I would have liked to visit the Haworth Parsonage, 

but since it’s in England, arranging a visit probably would’ve been difficult, let alone actually getting 

there. On the brighter side, it was really nice to use books for some chapters instead of websites. I 

found that I could concentrate better when I was reading a book and was less easily distracted. By 

writing this paper, I have learned how to use books as a source of information instead of just reading 

them for pleasure. I have also learned how to choose which information on the internet is useable 

and which kind of websites you should avoid using as a source for information.  

I don’t really know what else to say. I know that my reflection is really short, but I do genuinely mean 

what is written above.  

Lastly, I’d like to thank my mentor, Annemieke, without whom this paper most likely would have 

been a complete disaster.   
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